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Our January Spruce-Up Day went very 
well and we want to thank all those 
who showed up to help out. 
Unfortunately a gust of wind blew 
away the sign-in sheet so here are 
names from memory! 
 

• Kay Bauman 
• Jeff Booton 
• Tom Bossert 
• Dan Davies 
• Art Evans 

 

 

2/1 Melissa Mitchell 
2/3 Elizabeth Fimbres 

2/4 Carolyn Isaman 

2/4 Lucinda Davis 

2/4 Jenni Morrison 

2/5 Virginia Encila 

2/6 Grace Goodman 

2/9 Tony Danielson 

2/10 Philip Pearthree 

2/10 Linnea Chambers-Daniell 
2/11 Linda Whitten 

2/13 Judy Robinson 

2/13 Peggy Schlosser 
2/16 Judith Bobbitt 
2/16 Kathryn Nelson 

http://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/


• Wynn Houtkooper 
• Aurora Kayhart 
• Nancy Kayhart 
• Orion Kayhart 

 
Many thanks, 
 
Art Evans 
Chair of Trustees  

 

 

 

Hello St. Francis! 
 
For those of you that haven't already heard, I 
am your new Lay Leader. What is a Lay 
Leader you might ask? In this case, a lay 
leader is a servant to the congregation. I will 
function as a conduit, liaison, and witness on 
behalf of the congregation. I will carry and 
amplify your voice in front of Church Council, 
Board of Trustees, Finance Committee, and 
other church committees and ministries. 
 
I order to best serve you, I invite you to 
contact me with your ideas, suggestions, and 
concerns for the betterment of St. Francis. 
You can reach me at:  
 
(520)360-6900 
or email me at tabossert2@gmail.com 
 
Additionally, I would like to announce the 
creation of a new steering committee. The 
name of this committee is Charting the 
Course, and I have the privilege of chairing 
this committee of seven very amazing and 
talented fellow congregants. We are tasked 
with charting and exploring a renewed vision 
for what the future of St. Francis could be. 
 

2/19 Sharon Falk 

2/20 Margaret Liebig 

2/21 David Taylor 
2/21 James Liebig 

2/21 Barbara Eiswerth 

2/24 Carrie Evans 

2/25 Matt Kaczmarski 

 

 

From the 
Endowment Committee: 

 

Grateful loving 
recognition and thanks 

to Marge Hefty and Norm 
Weber for remembering 

St. Francis in their estate 
plans with generous gifts 
to the legacy fund. Both 
were longtime members 
who are greatly missed. 

They are truly 
'Legacy Angels'. 
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Currently we are in the organizational stage, 
but in the very near future, we will be 
reaching out to invite each of you to 
participate in charting the course forward. 
More information will be coming soon! 
 
Blessings, 
Tom Bossert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are always welcome at 
Soul Connection 

 
A weekly discussion group that asks 
John Wesley's pertinent question - 

"How is it with your soul"? 

 

February Eco-Tips 
 

from the St. Francis  
Green Team  

 

• On Valentines 
Day, choose to 
Love Your Mother 
(Earth)! Purchase 
sweets from a local 
food vendor in lieu 
of the overly 
packaged 
unrecyclable 
hearts. 

 
• Give a “gift of the 

heart”, by thinking 
about what your 
loved one really 
wants, then 
provide a 
personalized 
coupon, whether 
that’s an automatic 
win in an argument 
or a month with no 
trash duties. 

 
• For a jewelry gift, 

shop local for 
beautiful hand-
crafted items. 
Scented goats milk 
soap is a lovely 
fragrance gift. And 
a fancy dinner at a 
restaurant that’s 



 
 

 
Meeting on Monday afternoons 

at 4:00 pm on Zoom. 
 

For more information, contact Sue at 
texconn@aol.com 

 

 

sourcing local is 
always welcome. 

 
• Instead of flowers 

shipped from 
South America, 
farmers markets 
are carrying 
bouquets of locally 
grown flowers. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

A Word from Our Pastor 

I think this month the ghost of Robbie Dick is 
raising her head and calling to me, for advocacy 
issues seem to be very active for me right now. 
Specifically, they have to do with LGBTQ matters. 
I’d like to alert you to a couple if I may. 
  

 

 

On the state level, there are currently two bills that have been assigned to committees at 
the Arizona legislature that are of particular concern. 
  

• SB 1138 is a bill that bars physicians and providers from providing gender 
transition surgery to anyone under 18 years old. This procedure, also called 
sex reassignment or affirmation surgery, affirms the person’s gender identity 
and body. It is common practice not to have the surgery until after 18 years 
old. The law appears to be a moot point but opens the door for other 
legislative action limiting medical professionals to do what they think is in the 
best interest of the persons they serve. 

  
• HB 2011 is a bill requiring written permission by parents for students to join 

clubs or groups involving gender identity or sexuality. The limitation of club 
membership based on parental permission limits the ability for the young 
person to make decisions regarding their understanding of their worth and the 
worth of others. The crux of the matter lies in a difference of opinion between 
the parent(s) and their child. If a student wants to join a sanctioned group and 
the parents do not agree with the group/club’s stance or purpose, parent(s) 
can refuse to sign the necessary permission form, disallowing their child from 
living out their social witness. 

  
Please begin to educate yourself about these bills and write to your legislators about your 
concern regarding them. 
  
On a General United Methodist Church level, our General Conference, which has been 
postponed in both 2020 and 2021 due to the pandemic, is scheduled to be held August 
29-September 6 of this year. We are not sure the conference will come to pass, but we 



need to start thinking about what we will do to be present and active in the monumental 
decisions that are before the church, especially in regard to LGBTQ inclusion. This 
conference will decide exactly what the future of the United Methodist church will be. 
  
Our Reconciling Committee will need your presence and participation to help us take the 
right steps forward as a church. 
  
On an even closer level, our Desert Southwest Annual Conference has announced that 
the cost of the annual Strength for the Journey camp for individuals living with the effects 
of HIV/AIDS is going up 64%, potentially excluding many from being able to participate. 
We have long been one of the best supporters of this essential event. Do you have the 
ability and the willingness to sponsor one or more of these individuals? 

  
The time to be active and present in our world is returning. How can you help? 
 

Jim 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

On Sunday, January 23rd, 
we joyfully welcomed 11 new 

members into our 
St. Francis family with 
smiles, applause, and  

gifts of Prickly Pear Jelly! 
 

Please surround and welcome 
the following people with loving 

energy: 
 

Seth Allen 
Daniel Clemins 

Tami Issac 
Carol Kaim 
Laura Kaim 

Deborah Kramer 
Mary Langlois 

 



 
Harlow Sires 
Susan Reed 

Susan Stanko 
Jana Tarter 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
St. Francis Adult Education 2022 

 

Beginning on Sunday, February 6th, join us for the series 
 

Living the Questions 

 

 Living the Questions strives to create an environment where participants can work 
together to find ways to "live the questions" instead of "forcing 

the answers". Featuring commentary from such well-known scholars as John Shelby 
Spong, Marcus Borg, and John Dominic Crossan, it tackles issues of faith and 

controversial subjects such as the church's position 
on homosexuality and much more. 

 

Join us in-person on Sundays from 10:45 am to noon 
in the Community Center 

or on Zoom at 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/821559673 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F821559673&data=04%7C01%7C%7C26327932bcf946b36eed08d9c00b0838%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637751976081056561%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=P5QMEEqbkLzGtDA6qGgXPNZbHQhF%2Bl7mtfmsP16YYnc%3D&reserved=0


  

Sometimes, the words “Thank You” don’t feel like enough. Although we try to 
express our gratitude regularly and sincerely for all your generous gifts and 
gestures, I fear we often fall short. However, I’ll keep trying and hopefully – with 
enough practice – I will stumble upon the right words! 
 
First, on behalf of the church staff, let me tell you how touched and grateful we are 
for the incredibly generous year-end Staff Appreciation gifts. Please know the 
entire staff extends loving and heartfelt thanks to you all. It is a privilege to work 
with and for you, and we all feel very blessed. 
 
And as our 2022 Stewardship campaign – A Future with Hope – winds down, I 
would also like to personally thank all of you who pledged – or even if you didn’t 
formally pledge but continue giving to St. Francis. It might sound trite, but it is 
because of you that St. Francis has a future with hope, and that we are able to 
extend that hope to so many others. 
 
I have had calls from people who fear they have missed the deadline to pledge, but 
truthfully, there really is no deadline. We offer an online pledge card on our website 
that you can fill out and it will come directly to me for processing. I have included a 
link below. Please don’t ever feel like your gift wouldn’t be enough. Every little bit 
makes a very big difference. Your pledge helps us provide Adult Education classes, 
mental health information and support, food to those in need, help for immigrants 
and refugees and much more. 
 
Again, our most grateful thanks to you all for your many gifts of time, talent and 
treasure. 
 
With much love, 
 

Melissa 
 

Pledge Campaign | St. Francis in the Foothills UMC (stfrancisinthefoothills.org) 
 

 

 

https://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/pledge


  

The National Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Crisis Lifeline will be expanded 
starting July 16,2022. Until then all calls should continue to be directed to 

1-800-273-TALK (8255). 
 

To facilitate this simpler process of dialing “988” for mental health emergencies beginning 
July16, 2022, changes in the dialing system need to begin now. 
 

That means that, as of October 24,2021 for all local calls you will need to enter the area 
code of “520” followed by the local call number.  
 

You might need to have some medical monitoring devices, safety systems, etc 
reprogrammed and should have received a something from your phone company. 
 

We, at the Mental Health Ministry, are glad the Federal Communication Commission has 
adopted this policy which should facilitate faster responses to emergency mental health 
calls. In the meantime, we need to be patient as changes to our systems happen.  

 

 

 

 

 

It's not too late . . . 
to join the 

Joy & Wisdom 

Discussion Group! 
 

We meet again on February 4 at 
1:00 pm on Zoom and our new book 
is Disappearance of the Universe by 

Gary Renard.   
  

For more information, please 
contact Joyce Leissring at 

520 - 404-1691  
 

 

 

Art Classes are starting! 

Art classes will be starting up again at 
St. Francis on February 6th in the 

Sunflower Art Studio at 11:00 am. 
 

Private lessons, 
inside or outside are also available 

upon request. 
 

Contact Nancy Wilkinson at 
naquill@aol.com. 

 

 


