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5/1 Mary Langlois 
5/6 Suzannah Whitlatch  
5/6 Curt Pradelt  
5/7 Anne Stericker 
5/7 Barbara Jo Mullis  
5/8 Barbara Murray Grinnell 
5/9 Richard Hatman  
5/11 Mason Moreland  
5/11 Jordan Moreland  
5/12 Rolly Loomis  
5/14 Nancy Stevenson  
5/15 Linda Houtkooper  
5/15 June Webb-Vignery 
5/15 Maya Liddelow-Curry 
5/17 Terri Hamstra  
5/17 Ray Sparks  
5/18 Philip Franchine  
5/19 Matt Lehrer  
5/20 Donovan Poterfield  
5/23 Diane Van Deurzen  
5/24 Mary Harris  
5/26 Phyllis (P.J.) Turner 
5/26 Leslie Kirk  

 

 

http://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School is back! 

(Not your mothers Sunday’s School) 
Planting seeds! 

Exploring the sacred in the world around us, 
Yoga, games, puppet making, story sharing, 

arts, and crafts. 
Elementary school age children are invited 

for a time of connection and play 

during the 9:30 service. 
 

A bag of quiet activities for younger children 
(and for adults who can’t sit still) 

will be provided. 
 

For more information, contact Shar at  
520-299-9063, Ext. 102 or email 

saslaksen@stfrancisumc.org 
 

 

Please join us for  
 

A Celebration of the Life 
of Judith Bobbitt  

 

Saturday, May 21st,  
11:00 am in the 

Celebration Center.  
 

Come and honor the life of 
longtime St. Francis 
member and angel  

Judith Bobbitt.  
 

A simple reception 

will follow.  

 

 

 



 

Small Groups form 

Large Connections 

 

Sometimes we all need a little inspiration, 
support, and a more intimate sense of 

community. 
 

We hope you’ll consider creating and joining 
groups designed to deepen and share the 

journey of spiritual life. These groups could meet 
once or twice a month, on zoom or in person, for 

a time of reflection, exploring and sharing. 
Children, teens, young and old at heart. 

All are Welcome. 
Let Shar know if you are interested 
or have ideas about groups you'd 

be interested in. 

saslaksen@stfrancisumc.org  
 

Adult Ed needs you! 

 

Plan, create and collaborate on 
Adult Education experiences for the 

Saint Francis Community and beyond. 
 

Our Adult Education program has always been 
one of the most vital committees at 

St. Francis, and they've been responsible for 
designing many classes that attracted not only 

our own congregation, but people 
from the community. 

 
We want to get this committee back 
on its feet. If you would be interested 
in being part of it, please contact Shar 

at saslaksen@stfrancisumc.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As summer approaches, 
this is a great time to help 
our Tree of Life and the 
St. Francis Endowment 

Fund grow. 
 

Leaves are available for 
those who make an 
Endowment gift of 

$150 or more. 
A golden leaf will be 
engraved with your 

personalized message 
and displayed on the 

‘Tree of Life’ located in 
the Celebration Center. 
Gifts to the Endowment 

Fund are tax deductible.  
 

Contact klbliss86@gmail 
for more information. 
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The Call to Play 
 

 

 

 

“The truth is that play seems to be one of the most advanced methods nature 
has invented to allow a complex brain to create itself.” 

― Stuart Brown, Play: How It Shapes the Brain, Opens the Imagination, 
and Invigorates the Soul 

 

Summer will soon be here. The call to slow down, unwind, unplug, and to play 
is palpable. In its own unique way, play is a sacred art of engagement. 

It engages our imagination, softens our hard places, and opens our hearts. 
Play can help us sleep sounder, relieves stress, nurtures our creativity, 

creates connection, builds our confidence and our resilience. Play supports 
brain function and can liberate us from our perfectionism or outgrown roles. 

Play can shift our perception; it can heal as it calls us into 

the present moment. 
 

Any way you play, come to Saint Francis’s new 

Weekly Summer Board Game Gathering! 
Beginning Wednesday, May 11th at 2:00 pm  

in Ravenscroft Hall.  
 

For more information, contact Shar at 520-299-9063, Ext. 102 

or email saslaksen@ stfrancisumc.org  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

A Word from Our Pastor 

 
St. Francis at the Crossroads 

Recently many of us here at St. Francis were 
part of a Zoom discussion entitled “To Stay or 
to Go.” It was an informative session that 
looked at the many possibilities ahead of us  

 

 

as the United Methodist Church and the Global Methodist Church split into two 
denominations with a ton of information shared about our future… 
 

…and it wholly bored me. 
 

It quickly sank into issues such as church organization and governance; how the 
Global Methodist Church believed differently; and how this would affect the Book of 
Discipline. All of those things are not unimportant, but they don’t deal with what I 
believe is the central issue: 
  

What does this new future mean for St. Francis? 
  

Others felt my same frustration and so we have decided to offer an opportunity to 
examine the future of the church, not so much from a General or international 
viewpoint, but from our individual church perspective. We have set up the following 
Question and Answer time and we want to invite all you from St. Francis: 
  

St Francis at the Crossroads 

Sunday, May 8th at 11:00 am 

in the Celebration Center 
  

I will lead us in an informal time together doing a quick recap of what has transpired 
to bring us to our current space in the United Methodist Church, followed by a time 
of Questions and Answers about the future. Please come prepared with any 
questions, opinions, fears, issues, doubts, uncertainties, ideas, thoughts, 
recommendations, or suggestions. 
  

We will not fix all the problems of our denominational life during this session, that is 
not our purpose. We will work to elevate each other to our best selves in dealing with 
the challenging time ahead. 
  

Join us as we look toward our future. 
 

Jim 

 



 

 

 

An Update 

Dear fellow St Francis Church members, 
 

On Sunday, March 20th, Tim Doherty and I were given the opportunity to briefly 
describe the Refugee Welcome Center (RWC) project that Tim has been running in 
Albany, New York for over ten years now. Tim and I met at St. Francis when he 
served as temporary Facilities Manager. Because of his previous work with 
humanitarian and educational efforts to address immigration problems in the Tucson 
border region, Tim was also at this time able to link St Francis Church to the local 
efforts of Sanctuary 2014. This led to the church providing Francisco Perez, 
husband and father of five, sanctuary for about three months and an eventual stay of 
his deportation. 
 

As Tim’s work at the church neared its end, he described the work he would be 
returning to in his hometown of Albany, NY - revitalizing a city block in and through 
resettling refugees. Five generations of his family had lived and thrived, he said, and 
he saw no good reason for it to be squandered and lost to the forces of blight and 
decay. As in cities nationwide, this once stable working class neighborhood was now 
a place of increasing crime, drug dealing, prostitution, illegal businesses, and gun 
violence, all symptomatic of struggling public schools, decades of disinvestment, 
redlining, and lack of employment opportunities. 
 

I decided to become involved in Tim’s project because I found he had the work ethic, 
business acumen, and background for such a project. So we got into the business of 
neighborhood revitalization and refugee resettlement. The basic idea was to help 
essentially globally homeless people make homes of these dilapidated old houses 
and ultimately reestablish the block as a healthy residential area. A win-win, for sure,  



 
 
 
 
 
but not as simple as it might sound. For one thing, while they were often inexpensive 
(not to say easy) to acquire, these 175-year-old buildings are expensive to renovate. 
 

Nonetheless, with my own initial and continued investments, as well as some 
affordable housing-oriented loans, grants and collaborations with community 
partners such as Habitat for Humanity, the RWC project is entering a new phase of 
strengthening and capacity building. RWC educational programming in a 

commercial building at one end of its project block has become a growing part of the 
organization’s mission. Programs include ESL classes, citizenship classes, after 
school homework help for the kids, movie night, pathways to college, classes for the 
mothers on health or other issues, entrepreneurship, and home ownership seminars 
and more. In fact, the ‘clients’ of the RWC are fast becoming its agents. Currently, 
the RWC is becoming an employer, contracting with our new neighbors so they can 
run the organization to serve other newcomers. 
 

We want to thank Pastor Jim for suggesting an offering to support this project. We 
were very appreciative of the support AND, the just over $500. The RWC has 
already committed this money to the youth arts and crafts programming that we 
were attempting to raise money for on our Refugee Welcome Center social media. 
Please follow us on Instagram (rwcwesthill) and Facebook (West Hill Refugee 
Center) to see what we’ve done and are doing. If you would like to learn more and 
perhaps donate, visit our webpage at rwcwesthill.com 
 

Dr. Kay Bauman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.rwcwesthill.com/


 

Mental Health Ministry 
presents a 

Zoom Discussion class: 
STRESS RESULTING FROM 

COVID 19 
 

St. Francis in the Foothills Mental 
Health Ministry will be offering a 
Zoom discussion class about the 
mental health stresses caused by the 
COVID 19 pandemic. 
The discussion will focus on how the 
pandemic has affected individuals 
personally and how they are dealing 
with it. 
 

The discussion will be led by Carol 
Miller, Bereavement Program 
Manager from Casa de la Luz 
Hospice. The class will be on 
Thursday, May 5th from 10:00 to 
11:30 am. To join the class please 
register by contacting the church 
office at 299-9063. 
 

Mental Health Ministries recognizes 
the collateral damage inflicted on 
many people that is a result from 
these past several years. The effects 
of isolation, loss, relationship and 
educational pressures, work 
pressures and changes, and an 
uncertain future are only a few 
examples. 
 

We hope you will join us. 
 
  

 

 

 

Grant News 

 

Due to the generosity of many who 
remembered Saint Francis with 
Legacy Gifts the past 18 months, your 
Endowment Committee has been 
able to provide essential financial 
support to four applicants: 
 

1) To help the consultant hired by our 
Church Council complete the strategic 
planning process through focus 
groups and interviews with Saint 
Francis leadership this spring that will 
result in steps that need to be taken 
to foster sustainable growth in the 
church; 
 

2) To Arizona Justice for Our 
Neighbors (JFON) that enables 
multiple weekly trips to Nogales to 
meet with clients and participate in 
social justice actions; 
 

3) To The Inn of Southern Arizona to 
provide basic clothing needs for their 
guests and 
 

4) to provide much needed supplies 
and landscaping for the new Children, 
Youth, Families, and Older 
Adults programming at Saint Francis. 
 

Each supported program meets the 
Endowment Committee’s criteria to 
support Saint Francis’s missions, 
enhance its property, provide 
scholarships, and support special 
needs determined by church 
leadership. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets: $15.00, $10.00 for students, or 
donation. Purchase in advance 
at https://cynthiahilts.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

Cynthia Hilts in Concert 
 

Saturday, May 21st, 7:00 pm 

 in the Celebration Center 
 
 
Join Cynthia for a concert of originals 
and standards of jazz. Together with 
a few guest artists, she will weave a 
sweet spell of musical and lyrical 
magic. 
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